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Question 


What is the process of establishing 
the hujjah (proof)? 


Who is the one that establishes it? 


| want a detailed explanation for 
that. 


Answer 


The issue of establishing the hujjah (proof), whoever 
establishes it, how to establish it, and what pertains to that 
differs depending upon the issues in the following aspects: 


1. What pertains to asl ad-din (foundation of the din). It is 
tawhid and shirk. So, whoever opposes it is a Kafir, whether 
the hujjah has been applied or not. However, we do not rule 
upon him by killing in this world, nor judge him to be in the 
hellfire in the hereafter - except whoever the hujjah (proof) 

has been applied upon. 


The hujjah pertaining to asl ad-din is only having the message 
reach him. So, whoever has Islam, or the Quran, or hearing 
about the Prophet (SAW) ,and similar to this reach him - then 
the hujjah has been applied upon him. Whether it reached 
him from a Muslim or a Kafir, or he is able to seek knowledge 
about Islam but refuses to do so - then they are Kuffar in this 
life and the hereafter. 


There are no conditions that need to be stipulated 
upon them regarding the establishing of the hujjah (proof) to 
begin with. There upon the grave worshippers in the lands of 
the Muslimin are Kuffar in this life and the hereafter - even if 
one of them was more ignorant than his family’s donkey. 


This is because the hujjah (proof) has reached them, which is 
Islam, and they have the Qur'an. However, Allah has set a seal 
upon their hearts, so they cannot comprehend. Allah is the 
One Whose Help is sought. 


It has been narrated in the Sahih from Abi Hurayrah 
Prophet the that said: 

By Him in Whose hand is the life of Muhammad, he who 
amongst the community of Jews or Christians hears about me, 
but does not affirm his belief in that with which | have been 
sent and dies in this state (of disbelief), he shall be but one of 
the denizens of Hell-Fire [Sahih Muslim 153] 


[End Quote] 


From here, we find that the majority of those who 
are in our time have the hujjah (proof) established 
upon them in the foundations of the din. They have 
either heard about Islam, and this is sufficient - or 
they are able to require knowledge about it but they 
opposed. Thus, the hujjah has been established upon 
both of these parties, and Allah knows best. 


2. What pertains to the clear ordainments of Islam: 
such as the obligation of the 4 pillars, the 
prohibition of zinā, alcohol, and similar to that 
from the mutawatir (widespread) matters. 


So, in this case, a person who is not able to 
acquire knowledge is excused in it. Such as the 
one who recently entered into Islam, or was raised 
far away from the lands of Islam. 


Thus, if he perfects the asl ad-din (embracing tawhid 
and abandoning shirk), however he rejected the 
obligation of salat or he legalised alcohol for example. 
However, he is someone who is truly ignorant of 
this - then he does not become a Kafir except if the 
hujjah has been established upon him. 


The hujjah in this situation is showing the proofs 
in the issue. Whoever has been shown the proofs, 
then he has the hujjah established upon him. Even 

if the one showing the proofs is from the general 

masses of the Muslimin and is not from the Students 
of Knowledge since these issues are clear and 
widespread. 


3. What pertains to the unclear matters and other 
than that. This is because it differs depending on 
the time, place, and people. Therefore, the issue is 
disputable. Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah 
said to a group among the Jahmiyyah al-HalUliyyah (i.e 
those who believe Allah is everywhere) 


If | said what you said, | would disbelieve. However, 
| do not see you as disbelievers because of your 
ignorance. 


[End Quote] 


Aimmah Dawah Najadiya Differed With 


The Aimmah of ad-Dawah an-Najdiyyah differed 
with him. However, the point here is that these 
Jahmiyyah would say: “Allah is everywhere.” Thus, 
Shaykh al-Islam viewed that it was because 
of their ignorance pertaining to this matter - that 
the hujjah has not been applied upon them because 
of their strong misconception and what they were 
raised upon. 


However, the Aimmah of ad-dawah an-Najdiyyah 
differed with him as | mentioned. The tahqiq 
(revised view) in the matter is that it returns back 
to 1 matter, which is denial. So, whoever sees that 
the misinterpretation in these issues result in its 
reality towards denial, or he argues with them and 
sees that they deny the text - then they disbelieve. 
Whoever sees that they do not deny the text, rather 
they affirm it even if they distorted it from its true 
meaning, then they do not disbelieve. 


This is the summarised statement in the issue even 
though it might require further breaking down than 
this, and Allah knows the best 


So, you will find establishing the hujjah in the 3 
categories differs: 


1. The foundations of the din: merely being shown or 
hearing (about Islam) on its own, even if it was from 
a Kafir. 


2. The clear matters: being shown the proofs in the 
matter on its own, from any Muslim. 


3. The unclear matters: It requires removing the 
misconception, and this cannot be done by everyone 
(only the People of Knowledge). 


Question 
There has been a lot of discussion surrounding ‘ta wil’ 
(misinterpretation) in the clear matters and surrounding its 
criterion. What is used as proof is the actions of Qudamah 
(R.A) with its various narrations. So, what is the criterion 
for ta wil (misinterpretation) that excuses an individual? 


Answer 


This has been responded to previously, and it (i.e the 
criterion) returns back to denial or rejection. 


Thus, if his tawil was acceptable, and it had a valid viewpoint 
which is indicative that this individual is not a denier or 
rejecter of the text - then he does not become a Kafir. 


But, if he was contrary to this, wherein it becomes known 
that this individual is either denying the text or rejecting 
it, and refusing to abide by it - then he becomes a Kafir. 


